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A Trip Back in Time: 

Discovering 
Civil War Days 

T oo often our understanding of our 
nation’s history is distilled into lists of 
dates and discussions about key issues 
and political leaders. The significance 
of the human struggle, the impact 
of war on families and communities, 
or the passion of individuals who 
were committed to a cause tend to 
be overlooked in the curriculum. In 
Michigan, eighth graders study the 
Civil War. Civil War Days, a daylong 
education program at the Troy Historic 
Village, offers a unique opportunity for 
teachers to connect their students with 
powerful human stories that defined the 
most challenging era in our country. 

This year Civil War Days will be held 
May 12-16. Each day the eighth 
graders from a different school will be 
divided into small “companies,” which 
rotate through six sessions that present 
different aspects of life during the Civil 
War. Skilled historic reenactors will 
immerse the students in a soldier’s 
camp life and teach them military 
drills and commands. The human 
toll of battle will be presented by a 


field surgeon, while President Lincoln 
discusses telegraphy, the technology 
that allowed him to communicate with 
his military commanders. The day will 
also include lively contra dancing, the 
inspiring story of Sojourner Truth, and 
Lincoln’s words at Gettysburg. 

Civil War Days concludes with all the 
students gathered around the gazebo. 
After President Lincoln delivers the 
Gettysburg Address, the students 
learn the fates of real soldiers from 
Oakland County whose names they 
have worn throughout the day. “It gets 
personal,” Loraine Campbell observes, 
“and that’s the point. History is the 
compilation of individual stories. Each 
story, whether it is from the distant 
past or from our own family’s heritage, 
is significant and contributes to our 
understanding of history and culture.” 

While the vignettes are designed to 
enhance the students’understanding of 


life during this period, they can also be 
instructive and meaningful for adults. 

“We want others to experience this 
signature Village program, and if 
there is sufficient interest, we will 
offer the program more than five 
days.” explains Loraine. “So, this 
year I will offer personally-guided 
adult observation tours during Civil 
War week. I especially welcome 
teachers, school administrators, 
and curriculum advisors who would 
like to preview the program as a 
potential field trip for their students 
next year. We’ll move quietly from 
session to session, learning with 
the students while observing their 
reactions and questions. I love to 
watch their faces change as they 
become more focused and interested.” 

If you would like to join a one-hour, 
adult observation tour at 10 am on 
May 12-16, please call 248.524.3301 
or email Loraine at ed@thvmail.org. 
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THS NEWS 



Operations Update 

The good news is we have purchased a new computer and phone system for the 
Troy Historic Village and ended our IT lease agreement with the City of Troy. The 
new system will save the Society money over time and allow the Village staff and 
volunteers to work more efficiently. The challenge has been to learn the new phone 
system and make sure that everyone has our new email addresses. Our website 
(troyhistoricvillage.org) and the Village telephone numbers have not changed. Please 
see the table for new staff information and update your contacts list. Also, watch for 
improvements to troyhistoricvillage.org this spring including a new THS page with up- 
to-date Society information. 
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Annual Report for Fiscal Year 2012/13 

On February 10, 2014, Troy City Council members received their copies of the Troy 
Historical Society’s Annual Report for the Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2013. This 
comprehensive report includes detailed information on the Society’s accomplishments 
as the operations and governing body of the Troy Historic Village, and our audited 
financial statements for 2012-13. You can access the report on our website or stop by 
the Troy Historic Village if you would like to review a printed copy. 


A note about Thelma: 

Thelma Holdburg has been an active member of THS 
since the Caswell House rolled over 1-75 and onto its 
new foundation in the Village. She and her husband 
Al, now deceased, scraped the peeling paint off the 
clapboards. Thelma hand delivered press releases and 
flyers to publicize every Hand and Eye Show, Village 
open house, and special event since the 1970s. She 
and Al served on the Board of Directors for many 
years. In 2010, at the age of 95, Thelma made sure 
that she was at the Village when the Niles-Barnard House arrived. Forever positive and 
energetic, Thelma often referred to herself as a recycled teenager. Today, at age 99, 
Thelma’s health has declined and she is a resident at Autumn Woods Nursing Home at 
29800 Hoover (Room 343), Warren Ml 48093. More than anything this wonderful lady 
enjoys receiving cards. Please consider dropping her a short note, to let her know that 
we are all thinking about her and appreciate her many years of service. 



Condolences 

On February 23, 2014, Bernie Czerwinski, husband of staff member Ginny Czerwinski, 
passed away. Bernie lived life fully and loved so many things, including food, friends, 
and travel. Throughout his life, he worked tirelessly to support his family, but also gave 
his time and talent to the Detroit Zoo, his Xavier Muskies, and his church family at St. 
Elizabeth Ann Seton. THS and the Village family of staff and volunteers extend our 
sincere condolences to Ginny, Jeff, Kris and Jen and their families. 
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A Letter from our Executive Director, 

Loraine Campbell 


In this era of tweets, texts, skype, and emails our tech savvy society has forgotten 
the power and value of handwritten letters. For me, finding a personal note or card 
in the daily stack of bills, junk mail, and catalogs still makes my day. Reading the 
childhood notes that my cousin and I exchanged fifty years ago or my mother’s letters 
to me when I lived in California brings back a rush of memories. These letters are vivid 
reminders of activities, events, and relationships that helped to form my personality and 
shaped my values and philosophy. Letters are windows into our past, and sometimes 
into our souls. 



TR OY HISTORIC VILLA GE 

Evt* 

Loraine M. Campbell 
-Executive Director 

Stephanie Suszek 
-Adult Programs 
& Services Director 


This winter Leilani Ward, a Wayne State University graduate student, is interning at 
the Village. She is completing her certification as an archivist. An archivist organizes 
primary sources like letters, personal items, and business records into collections with 
guides that help users find specific materials. I have asked Leilani to organize the 
letters of William and Inez Caswell written between 1917 and 1956. William and Inez 
were brother and sister, and the grandchildren of pioneer Solomon Caswell, whose 
home graces our Village. Their correspondence was discovered in a trunk that had 
been stored in an attic. Apparently the trunk was purchased in 1967 when the contents 
of the Caswell house were sold at auction. 


Matthew Hackett 
-Youth Programs Director 

Laura Boeberitz 
-Historic Interpreter 

Ginny Czerwinski 
-Historic Interpreter 


William and Inez wrote to each other when William was attending college in Ann 
Arbor and when he served during World War I. Inez who referred to her brother 
as Will, wrote about her garden, the weather, the costs of food and supplies, and 
her personal frustration with a worker named Bert. “He is dumber than I thought,” 
she confided. Her later letters reveal anxiety regarding the proposed development 
of subdivisions adjacent to their family homestead. She was very concerned 
that their property was noted as “raw acreage” in an advertisement. On another 
clipping for the Great Lakes Land Co. she writes “This is the sub that our lots are 
located in.” 


Julie McCormick 
-Historic Interpreter 

Frances Willuweit 
-Historic Interpreter 

Melissa Luberti 
-Collections Consultant 


The Caswell correspondence also includes letters from William’s friend Duke. 
Additional letters from Trindy to Inez and the family are postmarked from New Mexico. 
Trindy often enclosed news clippings and pressed flowers with her family news. 


David Zuza 
-Fund Development 


I invite you to learn more through these letters. As part of her project, Leilani will post 
a blog and scanned images of some of the letters on our website, troyhistoricvillage. 
org. We encourage you to participate in the real work of historians- teasing bits of 
information and insights from this personal correspondence. I hope that this might 
also encourage you to write letters to someone important to you. In 100 years, they will 
reveal your story and its significance in history. 


Kim Hutchison 
-Marketing Coordinator 

Brian Wigman 
-Contributing Writer 


Keep up with this project at: 



60 W. Wattles Rd. 
Troy, Ml 48098 

troyhistoricvillage.com 
d /troyhistoricvillage 

Adults: $5 
Seniors:$3 
Children (6-12): $3 
Children under 6: FREE 

Hours: 

Mon thru Fri: 10 am - 3 pm 
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Artisan Arts: 

Blacksmithing Classes 2014 


Basic 

Blacksmithing 

Learn the tasks of a 
blacksmith’s apprentice. 
Discover the amazing forge 
in our Wagon Shop and 
learn how malleable hot 
iron can be. Build afire, use 
an anvil, and learn proper 
hand tool use and 8 basic 
hand forging techniques. 
Make your own hand tool 
and more. 

Class Dates: 

5/3, 5/10, 5/17, 5/31,6/7, 
6/14 

Time: 10 am - 12 pm 
Ages: 12 to adult 
Price: $240 
(12 hours of instruction 
& materials) 


Anvil Time 

Hone the forging skills 
acquired in the Basic 
Blacksmithing Class by 
working on a project of 
your choice with a resident 
blacksmith. Come to the 
shop prepared to discuss 
your ideas for a project. 
Prerequisite: 

Basic Blacksmithing Class. 

Class Dates: 

3/23, 3/30, 4/6, 4/13 
Time: 10 am -12 pm 
Ages: 12 to adult 
Price: $160 
(8 hours of instruction 
& materials) 


Blacksmithing 

Sampler 

Get in front and up 
close as you step inside 
the Wagon Shop and 
experience the forge as 
a blacksmith. Know what 
it’s like to ‘make the anvil 
ring’ as you make your 
own nail. 

Pick a Class Date: 

5/10 or 6/14 
Time: 1 pm - 2:30 pm 
Ages: 8 & up 
Price: $35 

(90 min. of instruction 
& materials) 



Parent & Child 
Blacksmithing 
Primer 

Discover the world of 
Blacksmithing as you 
forge iron and a unique 
experience with your 
child. Together you will 
learn proper hand tool use 
and make fun and useful 
objects. 

Class Dates: 

7/12, 7/19, 7/26 

Time: 10 am - 12 pm 
Ages: 8 & up 
Price: $180 

(6 hours of instruction & 
materials -1 adult & 1 
child)) 


Register Today 
Space is VERY limited! 

To register contact: 

Stephanie Suszek 
Adult Program Director 
Troy Historic Village 
248.524.3309 
email: apd@thvmail.org 


Artist Spotlight: Rose WeiSS 


A farmer’s worth was only as good 
as his tools. In the 1800s, our Wagon 
Shop, run by the Troy Corners 
blacksmith, was an exciting place 
where new tools were made and old 
ones given new life. In 2008, while 
attending a lecture on the Michigan 
Copper Mines, Rose Weiss discovered 
the Wagon Shop with a friend and 
fellow metalsmith. Weiss recalls a 
conversation with Loraine Campbell, 
about the Wagon Shop: 

“It has a working forge” she said. 
“It’s used for demonstrations, but 
our blacksmiths use it for their own 
projects too. We want it to be used.” 

A working forge is a rarity, and they 
were indeed meant to be used. Rose 
found this to be a wonderful idea. 

Rose began blacksmithing in 
1983 at Wayne State University, 
where she earned a Bachelor of 
Fine Arts degree in metalsmithing. 
Metalsmithing is the reshaping of 
any metal, usually by hammering. 
Blacksmithing, coppersmithing, 
silversmithing and goldsmithing are 
all metalsmithing. However, since 


working as a village blacksmith Rose 
discovered that iron and stainless 
steel are also precious metals. “From 
these I make functional art, such as 
free standing cookware or sculptures 
that have wearable components,” 
she says. 


Rose says, “Blacksmithing at the 
Wagon Shop is a unique experience 
because it is a union between the past 



and the present, between process 
and creativity. The union is not a mere 
unfolding of the past, it is a rebirth of 
the spirit of ingenuity that made the 
blacksmith. I’ve found that old methods 
can produce modern results. And in 
learning old methods, I have realized 
some amazing things along the way 


by: Brian Wigrnan, THV Contributing Writer 

things like a hand punched hole is 
more aesthetically pleasing than a 
drilled hole, or that a forged weld has 
singular strength and grace.” 

She adds, “I have also learned that the 
sheer nature and pace of blacksmithing 
foster creativity. Heating the metal, 
pumping the bellows, hammering 
intently—these slow and repetitive 
actions are a type of meditation that 
breeds creative thought.” 

In 2012, Rose taught the first 
Blacksmithing Course at the Wagon 
Shop. The students learned the eight 
basic hand forging techniques. Each 
week they eagerly returned to get 
dirty, to discover “new” old tools, to 
use their hands, and to create objects 
that they can use. Blacksmithing, it 
seems, fills a void in the age of high 
speed technology. 

The Blacksmithing Program at the 
Village has expanded. We now offer 
several Blacksmithing Courses to 
suit various needs. These include 
a 90 minute sampler course and an 
advanced class called “Anvil Time.” 
The Village thanks Rose Weiss for all 
her creative efforts and hard work! 
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Don’t miss Cheddar’s 
Next Preschool 

Story Hour! 

10:30 -11:30 am 


Fee: $5 per Adult; $3 per Child 
Appropriate for ages 2-5. 
Refreshments provided. 
Registration required. 

Phone: 248.524.3570 


Colors, Colors 
Everywhere” 
June 4 
Wednesday 


In the Garden 
May 7 

Wednesday 


‘Baby Animals 
April 2 
Wednesday 


Cheddar is on 
Facebook! 

facebook.com/ched- 
darthevillagemouse 
Kids be sure to ask an 
adult before going online! 


Family Fun Saturdays! 


May 10: Moms get in FREE! 10 am - 3 pm 

See some of our Mother’s Day and Moms-in-focus 
artifacts. We will scan & post a favorite photo from 
your archive! 


June 14: Flag Day - Star Spangled Story 
10 am -1 pm 

Find out why 1777 and 1814 are important 
years for our nation’s flag. Learn why a flag of 26 
stars is important to Michigan. 


Games on the Village Green 

■ 1R - 91 You can count on Ho °P s > Corn Ho 

June O - £. Stilts, Jump Ropes & Graces! It wol 

July 14-19 be childish to miss this family f 

Am - m .i HO 00 event! Each week you will enjoy a m 

Augusi 10-20 game & craft. 


Contact: 

Matthew Hackett, 

Youth Programs Director 

248.524.3598 

ypd@thvmail.org 


Cheddar’s Springtime Button Hunt! 

Saturday, April 26 th 11 am - 12 pm 
Join Cheddar in a hunt for buttons in the Village! Read a story together, 
enjoy a snack following the hunt, play games and make a button box to 
take home. Bring your picnic lunch and eat in the Village. 


$5/adult, $4/child. For ages 2-5; child must be accompanied by an 
adult. Please register in advance, as space is limited. 


Program runs from 
10 am -12 pm. 

Price: $8 per person, 
one scout leader FREE 
Advance registration 
required. 

Space is limited. 


Scouts 

Second 

Saturdays 


April 12 
Letterboxing! 

Kids 7-12 create their 
own ink stamp, then 
follow clues to leave 
their mark for others 
to see. Find hidden 
‘letterboxes’ in the 
Village. It’s called 
geocaching, Victorian 
style! While you’re 
here, visit our Print 
Shop for more images 
from the past. 


Coming Soon... 
Village Activity Days! 

See the next edition of 
the Village Press for details. 










Cut out and bring with you on April 1 


ViCCage TdCks! 

Second Wednesday of the month at 7:30 pm 

Old Troy Church in the Village - Price: $5 at the door; 

$3 for Historical Society members. 

Refreshments provided. No registration required. 

April 9: Once Upon a Button 

Throughout history, books have been a source of pleasure 
and comfort for people of all ages, expanded their world 
and transported them to faraway places. Join Sheri DeCew 
for a presentation that pairs buttons with the classic books, 
nursery rhymes and fables they represent. 

April 30: Bonus Talk—Remembering September 11 

Chuck Roberts returns to give his presentation on the 
events of 9/11. Learn why the World Trade Center attacks 
were more successful than others that day, watch the 
story of personal watercraft evacuations from Manhattan, 
and hear what Troy firefighters encountered during the 
relief efforts. 

May 14: Dr. Detroit 

Join Dr. Mike Whitty for a unique perspective on Michigan’s 
most populous city. Having taught for over 40 years in the 
heart of Detroit, his current research focuses on historical 
contributions to the city across generations, as well as the 
artistic, cultural, and environmental changes affecting the 
city now. 


Don’t; be a Fool... 

presenteb by TROY HISTORIC VILLAGE 


1 


11 am -1 am 
Happy Hour: 
3 - 6 pm 


GRANITE CITY 


o 

bud & brewery 


WHERE: 

699 West Big Beaver Rd. 
Troy, Ml 48084 


The Troy Historic Village is 
partnering with their friends at 
Granite City Food & Brewery 
to host a fun day full of special 
events and games for the 
whole family! 

You must present this flyer to your server 
anytime April 1 and 20% of your 
TOTAL tab will be donated to: 


TROY HISTORIC VILLAGE 


troyhistoricvillage.org 
1 /troyhistoricvillage 


M/itM hvU 

gcfb.com 

Can’t make it? To-Go orders are included too! 


Jhursdk 



‘Tern at Two 

Sip a cup of tea while enjoying a slice of history. A 
different delightful topic each month! Presentations 
begin in Old Troy Church at 2pm and last one hour. 
Guests are welcome to bring their own china cup and 
saucer if preferred. 


Fee: $7 per person, includes admission. Register in 
advance as space is limited for this popular series. 

No refunds, no exchanges. 

March 27: Buttons: A Window on History 

Artifacts are primary sources, giving us a glimpse 
into life long ago. Join Sheri DeCew, a member of the 
Blue Water Buttoneers and Michigan and National 
Button Societies, and discover the popular button 
styles of Troy from 1827-1921. If you’re a collector, 
bring your buttons and stay after the program for 
show-and-tell! 


April 24: Women on the Oregon Trail 

Imagine leaving your home to travel across the country on 
foot, living on the road in the most primitive of conditions. 
Shirley Weinreich brings artifacts and journals from real 
women who made the perilous journey on the Oregon 
Trail. Explore topics including cooking, clothing, child care, 
hygiene and romance. 


June 26: Michigan’s Mail-Order Homes 

Did you know you could purchase your entire house from a 
catalog in the first half of the twentieth century? Michigan 
companies like Aladdin, Lewis, and Sterling were among 
the first to offer such ‘kit homes’, but customers also 
turned to Sears Roebuck and Montgomery Ward when 
building their own simple bungalow or stately colonial. Join 
Clawson Historical Museum Curator Melodie Nichols for 
a look at local kit homes, many of which still stand today. 


May 18 

12 - 5 pm 
Free Admission! 


MARK YOUR CALENDAR: 

Celebrate Michigan 
in the Village 

The THS and Thomas Richards Charities, which supports 
families in need, are hosting a fun afternoon to celebrate 
Michigan Week. Proceeds from the sale of food and 
beverages will support both organizations. 

Beverages from Fieldstone Wineries and Foran’s Grand 
Trunk Pub, great food from The Big Salad, Qdoba and 
Billy Sims. 

Tri-tone Paradox provides music. Activities provided by 
Village staff and volunteers. 

For more info: troyhistoricvillage.org and trcares.com 
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M any people view garden clubs 
as social organizations focused 
on community beautification 
and flower arranging. But the history 
of the garden club movement, the 
Woman’s National Farm and Garden 
Association, and its state and local 
chapters, is rooted in education and 
women’s rights. 

Educational opportunities for women 
during the 1800s were limited, 
especially in rural agricultural com¬ 
munities. So when a farm wife was 
widowed she risked losing the family 
farm because she did not have the 
skills to grow, harvest and market 
her crops. 

Jane Bowne Haines, a Quaker and 
Bryn Mawr graduate, had a deep 
interest in botany and horticulture. 
She visited European colleges that 
offered courses in horticulture and 
was determined to establish a similar 
school for women in the United States. 
In 1910, with the support Bryn Mawr 
friends, Haines purchased 71 acres of 
land near Ambler, Pennsylvania where 
in 1911 she opened the Pennsylvania 
School of Horticulture for Women. 
The course work Jane developed was 
“hands on” and included practical 
instruction in farm tools, botany, and 
the cultivation of lawns, orchards, 
vegetables, and herbs. Haines offered 
classes in beekeeping and how to 
raise livestock and poultry. Students 
were even schooled in carpentry and 
agricultural bookkeeping. Graduates 
had the knowledge and confidence 
to get jobs in horticulture or run 
their own farms and agriculture- 
based businesses. 

Three years after the school was 
established, Louisa King, Jane Bowne 
Haines and Hilda Loines founded the 


A Bit of History: 

Troy Garden Walk 
Celebrates 40 Years! 



Woman’s National Farm and Garden 
Association. Their organizational goal 
was to stimulate interest in conserving 
our natural resources, to support 
country living, and to generate funds 
for the School of Horticulture. Louisa 
was the organization’s president from 
1914-1921. In 1926, Louisa, then 
resident in Alma Michigan, met Henry 
Ford’s wife when she gave her double- 
rose-pink poppy seeds. Louisa 
recalled, “. . . in her eye that day I 
saw the gardening spark. This spark 
is unmistakable as every gardener 
knows. And it was there, and glowing 
brightly too.” 

Clara Ford became the President 
of the national organization, taking 
the advice of a US Department of 
Agriculture Extension Service Home 
Economist who suggested that 
farm women faced tough economic 
problems. They needed to increase 
their family’s income and they 
needed better marketing for their farm 
products. Clara moved the national 
office to Dearborn and spearheaded a 
new scholarship program, marketing 
support, and quality standards for 
locally grown produce. 

Today the 71 acres Jane purchased is 
part of the Ambler campus of Temple 
University. The Woman’s National 
Farm and Garden Association, 
celebrating its centennial this year, has 
divisions in Michigan, New York, Ohio, 


and Pennsylvania. The Troy Garden 
Club, established in 1971, is a part of 
the Michigan Division. In the tradition 
of WNF&GA, the Troy group offers 
scholarships, educational programs, 
and service to the community, 
including hundreds of hours planting 
and maintaining flower gardens and 
landscaped areas in the Village and 
the Stage Nature Center. 

This year on Wednesday, July 9, the 
Troy Garden Club will hold its 40th 
Garden Club Walk: Celebration 
Gardens on July 9. This annual event 
features the beautifully landscaped 
yards of local residents and is the 
group’s major event of the year. “The 
Troy Garden Club has been very 
consistent with the annual garden 
walk tradition and has maintained the 
best of the old while striving to improve 
by adding, changing and adapting 
whenever possible,” said President 
Mary Schwark. 

Tickets for this year’s walk can be 
purchased for $10 in advance by 
phone at 248.540.4249, or in person 
at Auburn Oaks Garden Center, Telly’s 
Greenhouse, Uncle Luke’s and the 
Troy Historic Village. Tickets will be 
sold for $15 on July 9 only at the Troy 
Historic Village. Tickets include a map 
to all the featured gardens. To learn 
more about the Troy Garden Club, 
visit TroyGardenClubMI.com. 
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The City of 
Troy’s 7 th annual 
classic car show, 
Troy Traffic Jam: 
Chrome, Muscle and 
Music, roar into the 
Columbia Center 
Sunday, August 3, 
10 am - 3 pm. 
All proceeds from 
Troy Traffic Jam 
benefit the Troy 
Historic Village. 



Come and see shining chrome and gleaming 
paint as a variety of classic automobiles, “* 
vintage street rods, muscle cars and more will 
be featured at the show. You can also catch 
a glimpse at what the future holds in store for 
the automotive industry with an assortment of 
innovative concept cars. 

Applications from interested car owners are now being accepted for advanced 
registration. The $15 registration fee for each vehicle includes a goodie bag 
and dash plaque. Registrations must be postmarked by July 29 or dropped off 
in person by July 31. Registration will be available the day of the event, space 
permitting, for $20. 

Major sponsors for the Traffic Jam are Kirco/Columbia Center, The Suburban 
Collection, and Kelly Services. Business sponsorship packages are also 
available for the 2014 event. For information, please contact Cindy Stewart at 
248.524.1147 or e-mail cindy.stewart@troymi.gov. 

The Columbia Center is located at 201 West Big Beaver Road. 

Download Traffic Jam applications online at troymi.gov/carshow. 
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